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FAMILY LAW SECTION OF THE FLORIDA BAR 
RULES AND FORMS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
DATE: AUGUST 7, 2016 
TIME: 12:00 P.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 
LOCATION: CASA MONICA, ST. AUGUSTINE 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Co-Chair C. Debra Welch called the meeting to order at approximately 12:05 p.m. and 
welcomed those in attendance.  The following were present: 
 
Members: Co-Chair Sarah E. Kay; Co-Chair C. Debra Welch; Vice-Chair Anthony 
Genova; Robin Scher; Philip Schipani; Jimmy Midyette; Tenesia Hall; Maxine Williams; 
Ron Bornstein; Jack Moring 
 
Guests: Jeannette Genova 

 
 A quorum of the listed membership not being present, no formal business could occur. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of the live meeting held June 15, 2016, were 

not ready for review. Secretary Jack Moring indicated he would contact the prior year’s 
Secretary, C. Cole Jeffries, for assistance in drafting that meeting’s minutes, and the same 
would be ready for approval at the January 2017 meetings. 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES -- None 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS [SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS] 
 

a. Scheduling of Motion Hearings Sub-Committee (Ruben Doupé, Chair): The 
“Staffed 1/30/2014” draft of proposed new rule 12.085/12.095 which was 
circulated prior to the meeting and also attached to these minutes as EXHIBIT A 
was discussed.  Input from those present focused on whether there was still a need 
for the proposed rule in light of various administrative orders and/or local rules of 
practice that already address the problem (e.g., ex parte calendars, short motion 
calendars).  It was suggested that the drafting work of the sub-committee should be 
suspended for the present and the sub-committee, instead, should further research 
into whether there is a current need for a rule of statewide application. The 
subcommittee was instructed to research whether or not there is a need for the rule 
and report back to the larger committeeat the January 2017 meeting. 

 
b. Pro-Se Paternity Settlement Agreement Sub-Committee (Lisa Kleinberg, Chair): 

The latest draft of the proposed Paternity Settlement Agreement which was 
circulated prior to the meeting and also attached to these minutes as EXHIBIT “B” 
was discussed.  Sub-committee Chair Lisa Kleinberg submitted a written report. 
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The Executive Council had discussed the proposed form during the June live 
meeting and the proposed form was then referred back to the Rules & Forms 
Committee for further work based on Executive Council’s feedback.  .  There was 
discussion from those present.  Discussion included that the statutory references 
may be problematic because statutes may change, the suggestion was made that 
“less may be better”.  A question was raised as to whether the Supreme Court could 
adopt an agreement titled “Parentage Settlement Agreement” when the rules and 
statutes have not yet changed for nomenclature. Further comment from the entire 
Committee is desired. It will be brought up at the January 2017 meeting. 

 
c. GAL Hearsay Sub-Committee (Ron Bernstein, Chair): Sub-committee Chair Ron 

Bornstein discussed the history of the project. There was discussion of other 
committees within the section or within other organizations that may be working 
on a similar issue. Jack Moring volunteered to be part of the sub-committee. It was 
suggested that Anastasia Garcia should be solicited to be on the sub-committee also.  
Co-chair Sarah Kay directed the sub-committee to identify any other entities that 
may be working on this issue and to report back at the January 2017 meeting. 

 
d. Dismissal for Lack of Prosecution Sub-Committee (Philip Schipani, Chair): Sub-

committee Chair Philip Schipani reported on the history of the sub-committee and 
work done by his sub-committee. Additional work is needed including further 
investigation and possibly drafting of a proposed rule. The matter will be further 
addressed at the January 2017 meeting. 

 
e. Administrative Child Support Forms Sub-Committee (Matthew Capstraw, Chair): 

Sub-committee Chair Matthew Capstraw submitted a written report.  There was 
general discussion about vetting any proposed forms with the Department of 
Revenue.  The suggestion was made to vet the work with Ladasiah J. Ford with the 
Department of Revenue Child Support Enforcement. Further discussion of this 
issue will be heard at the January 2017 meeting.   

 
f. Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure Form Sub-Committee (Ben 

Carpenter, Chair): Sub-committee Chair Ben Carpenter submitted a written report. 
Judge Goldenberg’s objections to the proposed requirement to produce all back-up 
to financial affidavits as part of mandatory disclosure was discussed.  The question 
was made if the Family Law Rules Committee, in its work, had considered 
including the requirement of line-item responses in the certificate of compliance.  
Further discussion on this issue will be heard at the January 2017 meeting, but 
mention of the completed work of the sub-committee would be sent to the Family 
Law Rules Committee for the purpose of looking at possible revisions to the 
Certificate of Compliance form to accompany its revisions to Rule 12.285. 

 
g. Affidavit of Diligent Search and Inquiry Form Sub-Committee (Anthony Genova, 

Chair): Sub-committee Chair Anthony Genova reported that the sub-committee has 
some drafts and some feedback.  The sub-committee will continue to work on 
necessary revisions to Form 12.913(c) and will report back at the January 2017 
meeting 

 
h. Stand Alone Rules Comment Sub-Committee (Sarah E. Kay, Chair): Co-Chair 

Sarah Kay reported that no comment to the petition was deemed necessary in light 
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of the Section’s prior comments. The Family Law Rules Committee (FLRC) had 
accepted some of the prior recommendations from the Section and had declined 
others. In its Petition, the FLRC set out the items to which the Section had objected 
that were not implemented.  Given that the Section had previously approved the 
concept of a stand-alone rules set and given that the Section’s objections were 
already of record in the Petition itself, no formal comment was deemed necessary.  
Sarah Kay reported that a section member had contacted her with concerns 
regarding the proposed stand-alone rules and outlined the concerns to the 
Committee.  The committee did not take any action based on the voiced concerns.  
Sarah Kay encouraged all committee members to carefully review the proposed 
stand-alone rules and to notify her immediately with any questions or concerns.  
Sarah Kay notified the committee that deadline for filing comments to the petition 
is August 15, 2016. 

 
i. Marital Settlement Agreement for Simplified Dissolution Sub-Committee (Ben 

Carpenter, Chair): Sub-committee chair Ben Carpenter issued a written report.  The 
sub-committee will continue its work.  Further discussion on this issue will be heard 
at the January 2017 meeting. 

 
j. Supplemental Petition to Permit Relocation Sub-Committee (General Magistrate 

Susan Keith, Chair): Sub-committee chair, General Magistrate Susan Keith 
submitted a written report. The Supreme Court Forms Workgroup is willing to 
consider suggested revisions to Form 12.950(d) upon receipt of a request for action. 
Co-chair Sarah Kay directed the sub-committee look at the form to see if, in fact, 
the form does not comport with the statute and then report back to the Committee 
in January 2017. Anthony Genova agreed be sub-committee chair, as did Jack 
Moring.  Anthony Genova will be the new sub-committee chair and will work with 
Jack Moring and any other committee members who would like to work on the 
committee. 

 
k. TFB Family Law Rules Committee – Jack Moring, liaison from FLRC to the Rules 

and Forms Committee reported generally on the work done by FLRC at its June 
meeting. He indicated that the language voted on to bring Florida’s forms into 
compliance with the Turner v. Rogers opinion that had been prepared by the 
Supreme Court Forms Workgroup was also adopted by FLRC as to its forms, and 
that the language would be in his written report to the Committee.  

 
V. NEW BUSINESS -- None 
 
VI. CLOSING COMMENTS/ADJOURNMENT -- The next live meeting will take place at the 

Loews’ Royal Pacific,  on Thursday, January 26, 2017. Sub-committees were directed to 
conduct any necessary meetings by conference call between now and the January 2017 
meetings.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:40 p.m. 

 
Dated August 10, 2016 
Jack Moring 
Secretary 

 


