
MINUTES
Sponsorship Committee Telephone Meeting

Family Law Section of the Florida Bar
July 27, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Chair Mr. Doug Greenbaum.

Members attending:
Carin Porras, Laura Davis Smith, Doug Greenbaum, and Aimee Gross.

Florida Bar Staff Members attending:
Vicki Simmons, Section Administrator

Chair Doug Greenbaum welcomed those attending the telephone meeting and thanked everyone for
participating. The meeting was called to further discuss the role of the sponsorship committee for
the upcoming year.

Ms. Porras indicated that GM Diane Kirigin was not able to attend the meeting because she was in
a hearing.

Mr. Greenbaum stated that he has a problem because the sponsorship committee’s role is now
limited to retreats. This limits our role. 

Ms. Porras responded that the commentator needs to be separate and so does cert review. There is
an issue with communication and it is too hard to keep track if not separated. She further indicated
that the committee is still able to speak with retreat chairs and cert review leaders. She suggested that
if there is advertising with the commentator maybe we should offer a discount on other packages.
However, we are not doing add-ons this year.

Ms. Davis Smith  indicated that since she is running the cert review, she will work with the
sponsorship committee on any sponsors. 

Ms. Simmons explained that every time we charge we need an item number, so it has to be pre-
arranged and this results in a delay. All payments must have an item number assigned and arranged
through accounting. There must be a separate line item for every varying amount of money we
receive.

Mr. Greenbaum - raised the issue that the Florida Bar site must be fixed, including how the
sponsorship opportunities available are promoted, especially because the commentator is no longer
connected. He also mentioned that the sponsorships need to be removed from the site as they are the
ones from last year. 
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Ms. Simmons - stated that there are many accounting issues involved with the retreats, meetings, and
sponsorship opportunities.

Ms. Porras - indicated that she did not recall it being like this in the past.

Ms. Simmons stated it was. For each retreat, there must be an item number for the guest and for the
members. Again there must be a separate item number for every varying amount of money.

The discussion then went to the annual sponsorships and the forms that were going to be used.

Mr. Greenbaum - mentioned that the QDRO company PAC (Ms. Altschuler) was a good sponsor and
that she again needed to be contacted. 

At that time, everyone went on to the website and began reviewing the site.

Ms. Porras - suggested that we revise the form on the website and that we come up with different
package names. She said the annual form is always on the website but we are no longer doing add
ons so the form must be simplified. She had provided us with a draft form at the June meeting and
that could be used as a guide to the new form.

Ms. Gross - advised that she had the form and that she would work on the revisions once they are
agreed upon.

Ms. Porras - there should be a form for the annual sponsorship opportunities and we need to re-word
the meetings.

Everyone then reviewed the form as well as the way the way the sponsorship opportunities were
shown.

Mr. Greenbaum - began suggesting revisions to the form. We should offer an annual sponsorship at
$2500 and this gives you a logo on the website.

Ms. Porras and Ms. Davis Smith  agreed on this for annual sponsor.

Mr. Greenbaum - in addition to the logo, we should offer posting on social networks to the extent
the Family Law Section is on them, including Facebook and Linked-In. He also suggested that we
allow the sponsor signage at the committee meetings and executive council meetings.

Ms. Porras - agreed on these points and stated that it should read fall meeting instead of September
meeting; annual and mid-year. She added that Ms. Simmons will  thank all our sponsors at the
meetings. This revised format will replace all other packages that we had in the past.

Mr. Greenbaum - suggested that the FAMSEG $500 add-on with the logo placed at the bottom be
offered. This way they are recognized as a sponsor. 
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Ms. Porras - advertising in Commentator is separate. However, for annual sponsors ONLY, 
FAMSEG will be available.

Ms. Gross - confirmed that all the prior packages that had different levels available were now deleted
but the vendor tables would stay.

Ms. Porras - the vendor tables are going to be $750 per event each for the two (2) meetings but not
the mid-year meeting. It will include the committee and EC meetings.

Mr. Greenbaum - suggested that we also allow the sponsor to speak at the beginning of the meetings.

Ms. Porras  - agreed on the speaking and stated that the sponsor will have a 5 minute speaking
opportunity at the EC meeting. It will not be at the committee meetings, only EC. Also, when we get
sponsors, we will need to speak with Luis about what sites we can list them on and make sure we
follow-up. 

Mr. Greenbaum - we need to contact sponsors. He also noted that we need to correct the address
problem on sponsorship page “El” to “East Jefferson”.

Ms. Davis Smith - mentioned maybe changing how we advertise our section sponsors and
advertising opportunities.

Ms. Porras - said she would prefer to leave sponsors as is but that we can change the section
sponsorship and advertising opportunities on website. We will list them with logos and thank them.
Then under section sponsorship and advertising opportunities, we can put a button under it and put
all forms and sponsorships and they can click on all. 

Everyone agreed with that format. Mr. Greenbaum then went through a list of sponsors that we will
contact and follow-up via email.

Mr. Greenbaum will  contact people  Tim Voit, Marlene Levin at Floridom, Dan Caine at Family
Law Software, Florida Lawyer’s Mutual Malpractice Insurance, Matt Lundy, Stephen R. Nixon at
Bit Wizards, and Eda Delavan.

Ms. Davis Smith will contact Noberto Menedez, Beth Moller from Silpada Design Star Leaders, and
Applerouth.

Ms. Porras will call Ms. Altschuler and Dr. Deborah Day.

Ms. Gross will contact Lisa Heller from Spruance & Associates Disability and Rocket Matter.

Ms. Simmons - will make the corrections on the site and run by Doug.
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Ms. Gross will fix the sponsorship for annual and send it to everyone. 

Mr. Greenbaum moved to adjourn the meeting and it was concluded at 11:30 a.m.
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