
	

	

Membership	Committee	Meeting	Minutes	
September	19,	2014	

	
I. Call	to	Order	

a. Attendees:	CJ	Bosco,	Robin	Scher,	Amy	Cosentino,	Andrea	Jevic,	Vivian	
Hodz,	Avery	Dawkins,	Lori	Caldwell‐Carr,	Norberto	Katz	

b. Robin	Scher:		
i. We	 need	 to	 cultivate	 membership	 and	 bringing	 in	 more	
student	 members	 will	 be	 the	 foundation	 of	 the	 practice	 and	
section.	We	need	more	young	members.		

ii. Robin	asked	how	many	people	came	to	this	retreat	with	older	
members	 of	 the	 section.	 It’s	 great	when	 big	 firms	 support	 it,	
but	it’s	rare.	There	is	a	CLE	coming	up	on	developing	your	own	
practice	and	its	focus	is	on	the	business	side.	She	would	like	to	
see	 it	expanded	to	 focus	on	the	 importance	of	membership	 in	
local	 bar	 associations	 and	 sections,	 and	 perhaps	 we	 could	
create	our	own	CLE	for	this	one	day.	There	are	so	many	facets	
to	what	makes	 up	 a	 family	 law	practice,	 and	 it’s	 difficult	 in	 a	
firm	that	doesn’t	support	it.	

c. Norberto	Katz:		
i. More	and	more	attorneys	are	graduating	from	law	school	and	
hanging	out	a	family	law	practice	shingle.	We	need	to	reach	out	
to	 them	 and	 help	 them.	 They	 need	 training.	 Maybe	 this	
committee	 can	 reach	out	 and	do	 that,	 perhaps	 through	a	CLE	
like	“Family	Law	for	Non‐traditional	Family	Lawyers.”	We	need	
to	teach	lawyers	how	to	try	a	family	law	case.		

ii. Also,	 a	 lot	 of	 people	 don’t	 renew	 their	 membership	 in	 the	
section,	 and	 we	 need	 to	 work	 on	 this.	 Perhaps	 we	 can	 offer	
some	scholarships	for	these	CLEs.	

iii. People	with	ethical	problems	need	to	be	brought	in	as	well.		
d. Lori:	 Membership	 is	 going	 to	 try	 to	 work	 with	 Publications	 and	

Technology.	
II. Announcements	and	Updates	

a. No	announcements.	
III. Old	Business	

a. Koyzak	Minority	Mentoring	Picnic	
i. Robin:	This	is	held	in	Hialeah	and	has	been	going	on	for	13	or	
14	 years.	We’re	 sponsors	 and	we	 have	 a	 table	 and	we	 try	 to	
recruit	members	there.		

1. We	have	a	loose	mentoring	program,	but	you	have	to	be	
a	member	 of	 the	 section	 to	 participate.	 	 There	 are	 13	
law	schools	that	attend	for	the	opportunity	to	network.		
Very	family‐oriented,	live	music,	good	food.	Will	be	held	
on	November	1,	2014	from	noon‐4	this	year.	We	arrive	
at	8	a.m.	to	set	up.	We	need	volunteers	to	staff	it.	Two‐
hour	shifts.	We	cultivate	a	lot	of	new	members	this	way.	



	

	

Everything	is	done	and	set	up	at	this	point,	but	we	just	
need	 volunteers.	 Let	 Robin	 or	 Lori	 know	 if	 you	 are	
willing	to	do	so.	

2. We	 do	 follow‐ups	 afterwards.	 Robin	 sends	 out	 emails	
afterwards	 to	all	people	who	showed	 interest	 to	 invite	
them	 to	 January’s	 meeting.	 We	 will	 need	 help	 after	
January.	A	lot	of	them	give	their	school	emails	and	these	
expire,	so	we	need	to	follow	up.	Make	sure	that	they	are	
aware	that	once	they	are	members	of	the	bar,	they	can	
join	3	sections	for	free	their	first	year	of	practicing.		

3. As	 students,	 they	 can	 join	 for	 $25/	 year,	 but	 these	
memberships	 do	 not	 automatically	 renew.	We	need	 to	
remind	them	of	this.		

b. Poster	for	law	schools	done	by	Luis	
i. Lori:	 Luis	 was	 the	 last	 Chair	 of	 this	 committee.	 Lori	 wants	
everyone	 to	 look	 at	 it	 and	 give	 her	 feedback,	 and	 at	 the	 next	
meeting	we	need	to	talk	about	distributing	this	poster.		

ii. Vivian:	 willing	 to	 go	 speak	 about	 our	 section	 at	 Cooley	 and	
Stetson.		

iii. Might	be	useful	to	have	a	simple	outline	we	can	all	follow	when	
we	go	 to	 law	schools	 to	speak,	but	 following	up	afterwards	 is	
very	important.		

iv. Amy	has	done	it	at	Nova	before.		
v. Vivian	 and	 Amy	 will	 work	 on	 coming	 up	 with	 a	 system	 of	

listing	 schools	 and	 assigning	 people	 to	 go	 speak	 at	 those	
schools	once	a	year.	Lori	would	do	Barry.		

vi. Robin:	Think	about	why	each	of	us	 joined	and	 speak	about	 it	
this	way.	It	will	come	naturally	to	explain	it	this	way.	

c. Updating	of	mentors	on	website	
IV. New	Business	

a. Follow‐up	after	mentoring	picnic	
i. See	above.	

b. System	tracking	student	and	affiliate	members	
i. See	Robin’s	discussion	above.	

c. CERT	Review	activities	
i. A	lot	of	people	at	CERT	review	still	aren’t	 joining.	Perhaps	we	
can	ask	Laura	to	say	something	this	year	about	coming	to	see	
us	at	our	table	to	learn	about	joining.	

ii. Lori:	maybe	we	could	have	a	reception.	
d. Working	with	technology	and	publications	to	increase	membership	

V. Closing	Comments	
a. Robin:	apart	from	getting	more	people	to	join	the	section,	we	need	to	

encourage	 people	 to	 be	 more	 active.	 It’s	 just	 hard	 to	 get	 solo	
practitioners	to	participate.	


