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Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

 

BOCA RATON RESORT & CLUB, BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at approximately 9:40a.m. by Hon. 

Victoria del Pino, Committee Co-Vice Chair, presiding. Committee Co-

Chair, Robin Scher, had temporarily stepped out. Welcome and 

introductions. Norberto Katz, Carrin Porras, and Maria Gonzalez thanked 

committee for its contribution to the section and offered support for 

upcoming live CLE as well as on future endeavors.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Robin Scher, Co-Chair 

Hon. Victoria del Pino, Co-Vice Chair 

Gina Beovides, Co-Vice Chair 

Mary Kogut-Lowell 

Sue Selsky 

Lauren Alperstein 

Philip Schipani 

Sarah Sullivan 

Gladys Smith-Mangan 

Ray McNeal 

Tara Sachs Copple 

Maria Gonzalez 

Tenesia Hall 

 

GUESTS 

Christopher Rumbold 

Philip Wartenberg 

Malik Leigh 

Laura Davis Smith 

Tova Verchow 

Hon. Renee Goldenberg 

Laura Arcaro 

Kathy Beamer 

 

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Ms. Gina Beovides moved for approval of the minutes from January 24, 

2013. Gladys Smith-Mangan wanted to add her name to the attendance 

sheet of the meeting. A friendly amendment to Ms. Beovides’ motion was 



accepted. Motion was seconded by Philip Schilpani. Motion passed 

without opposition. January 24, 2013 minutes were approved. 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Special Prosecutor DV Support Issues Crossover Subcommittee 

Status: Mr. Rumbold pointed out that Support Issues not prepared at 

this time to continue work on this issue. DV Committee decided, 

without objection, to continue its subcommittee work on exploring 

and assessing how different circuits appoint special prosecutors when 

the Office of State Attorney decides not to prosecute violations of an 

injunction along with the liaison from Support Issues, Phil 

Wartenberg, in addressing similar matters related to indirect criminal 

contempt in child support matters. Ms. Sarah Sullivan and Ms. Gina 

Beovides agreed to co-chair the Committee and along with the other 

members, Amy Cosentino, Jerry Rumph and Lauren Alperstein will 

work on reporting back to the Committee at the next meeting on this 

issue. 

 

b. Report on Sub-Committee on DV Pamphlet for Florida Bar—

Gladys DeJesus Smith-Mangan: Ms. Gladys DeJesus Smith-Mangan 

reported that a draft has been put together, but felt somewhat 

counter-intuitive to put tips for both petitioners and respondents on 

one pamphlet. Discussed the possibility of creating two separate 

pamphlets like the Florida Bar has previously done. Ms. Robin Scher 

inquired as to the difference between the pamphlet being created and 

the one the Florida Bar already has in place. New pamphlet would be 

much more substantive and inclusive than the one currently in 

existence. Ms. Gladys DeJesus Smith-Mangan and subcommittee 

members should have a prototype available by next meeting. 

 

c. Update on DV CLE—Hon. Victoria del Pino: Sample Brochure has 

been finalized with topics and speakers. Judge Victoria del Pino 

thanked subcommittee members for helping in putting together 

brochure and agreeing to be speakers.  

 

d. Report of Sub-Committee on Support and Timesharing in DV 

Hearings—Sue Selsky: Suggested for a survey of Clearinghouse 

attorneys to be done to find out statewide practices in terms of 

whether child support and time sharing are being awarded in DV 

injunction hearings. Judge Goldenberg suggested creating a Bench 

Book checklist to assist judges in quickly addressing and awarding 

support in dv injunction cases. 

 



e. Status of article on child hearsay evidence in DV Cases: Amy 

Cosentino was out due to illness, but Robin Scher reported that the 

article is almost finalized and would be featured in the Commentator. 

 

f. GPS program and other projects from the 9th Circuit: Ms. Mary 

Kogut-Lowell reported that GPS tracking device was ordered in civil 

injunction cases in a total of 19 cases from February 14, 2013 – May, 

2013. Grant period is over for this program, but certain offenders 

remain in monitoring until September of 2013. In assessing which 

cases may need injunction, the clerks’ offices made the initial 

determination based on a lethality review questionnaire that 

petitioners opted to fill-out. 3 arrests were made by officers for 

reported violator and 1 incarceration was ordered related to a GPS 

violation. Final numbers and reports are expected to finalized after 

September, but those who participated in the program believed it 

improved the petitioner’s perception of safety.  Ms. Mary Kogut-

Lowell also reported that her circuit’s DV Commission has gathered to 

create a new BIP program and is currently overseeing certification of 

other service providers now that DCF lost its power to certify BIP 

programs. Judge del Pino also shared how Miami-Dade is reacting to 

change in the BIP certification process.  

 

g. In re: Amendments to the Florida Supreme Court Approved 

Family Law Rules, SC 12-1205: Ms. Robin Scher reported that the 

Florida Supreme Court has not yet issued an opinion on the 

previously submitted forms.  

 

h. Status on ‘Firearms’ forms: Ms. Robin Scher reported that the forms 

had not been submitted to the Executive Council for approval to 

submit to the Supreme Court, but it should be done during these 

meetings. 

 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. In re: Amendments to the Florida Supreme Court Approved 

Family Law Forms SC 13-305: Comments are due by July 8, 2013. 

Ms. Gina Beovides pointed out that the Order on a denied petition and 

Notice of Hearing on denied petitions have been modified to allow a 

judge to specifically delineate why an injunction has been denied. 

Broadening the form circumvents the inconsistency within the statute 

as to whether an injunction based on stalking requires immediate and 

present danger. Ms. Beovides also pointed out that although a Rule to 

Show Cause form exists for violations of a final judgment, no form has 

been created for violations of a temporary injunction. Ms. Robin Scher 

also explained to committee that the stalking forms are inclusive of 



firearms provisions because there is a federal statutory provision that 

provides for removal of firearms.  The legislative policy was read to 

include the firearms provisions as part of protections offered by that 

injunction. 

 

b. Legislative Update: Ms. Robin Scher provided to members a 

legislative on the bills passed as they related to domestic violence as 

well as those that failed. Most notably were:  

i. SB 0964. Relating to Termination of Parental Rights: 

Parent’s right may be terminated if the court determines by 

clear and convincing evidence, that the child was conceived 

during an act of unlawful sexual battery. 

ii. HB 1325. Relating to Victims of Human Trafficking. Provides 

for expungement of criminal history record of victim of human 

trafficking.  

iii. HB 1327: Public records/General Bill. Provides exemption 

from public records requirements for criminal history records 

of victims of human trafficking expunged under Sec. 943.0583. 

 

V. OTHER ITEMS 

Ms. Robin Scher shared with members DV Case Law Blurbs from 

Stephens’ Squibbs. Also asked members to read articles provided in 

agenda materials including NBC news report on whether guns should be 

removed from DV abusers.  

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Robin Scher announced that next meeting will be September 26, 2013 

at The Breakers Resort in Palm Beach. Meeting marks 40 years of the 

Family Law Section. Ms. Gina Beovides moved to adjourn meeting. Motion 

was seconded by Hon. Victoria del Pino. Motion passed without 

opposition. Meeting was adjourned at 11:02 am. 

 

 


