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FLORIDA BAR FAMILY LAW SECTION 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMITTEE 

Friday, September 28, 2012 
 

RENISSANCE VINOY RESORT & GOLF CLUB, ST. PETERSBURG 

MINUTES 

I. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at approximately 9:50 a.m. by Robin 

Scher, Committee Co-Chair, presiding.  Welcome and introductions. 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Robin J. Scher, Co-Chair      Warren T. Channell 

Amy Linda Cosentino, Co-Chair     Philip J. Schipani 
  Honorable Victoria Del Pino, Co-Vice Chair      Raymond T McNeal       
  Gina Beovides, Co-Vice Chair     Lauren Alperstein 
  Marcia L. Evoy, Secretary      Tenesia Hall 
  Honorable Elisabeth Adams     Sarah R. Sullivan  

  Matthew Capstraw      Mary Kogut-Lowell 
 
 

GUESTS: 
 

  Elisha Roy, Chair-elect      Ashley Myers 
  Maria Gonzalez, EC Liaison     Chris Rumbold 
  Yvonne Alonso       Elizabeth Blackburn 
  Sue Selsky        Jerry Rumph 
 

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

Ms. Gina Beovides moved for approval of the minutes from June 26, 

2012 meeting. Honorable Victoria Del Pino seconded the motion. There 

were no oppositions and the June 26, 2012, minutes approved. 
 

III. CREATION OF SPECIAL PROSECUTOR SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

Chris Rumbold addressed the committee regarding whether it is appropriate for 

a private attorney to represent a client as a special prosecutor and be 

compensated for said representation. State of Florida is technically the 

prosecuting entity and has a special interest in protecting the public. A 

private attorney has a special interest in his/her client and a special interest in 

compensation for representation of the client. Support committee requested 

that he address the DV committee. 
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Mr. Rumbold was appointed as a special prosecutor in an indirect criminal 

contempt proceeding in a domestic violence case in Broward County. State 

Attorney in Broward County will not prosecute indirect criminal contempt so the 

Court appoints the party’s attorney as special prosecutor. A public defender was 

appointed to represent the defendant and moved to disqualify Mr. Rumbold. The 

Florida Bar advised that the appointment was appropriate, but also advised that 

the appointment was inappropriate under a different inquiry. The matter was 

appealed but the parties entered into a settlement agreement before the Fourth 

District Court of Appeal rendered an opinion. There are three or four cases 

presently pending before the Broward County trial judge with t h e  same 

circumstances. 
 

Robin Scher mentions the changes to Fla. Stat. 784.0487 very beneficial and 

Ms. Beovides and Judge Del Pino also point to 784.0487 2012-153. Ms. 

Beovides points out the inconsistencies in the statutes “may” vs. “shall.” 
 

  Amy Cosentino reads the language in 741.31, Fla. Stat. 

(6) Any person who suffers an injury and/or loss as a result of a violation of an 

injunction for protection against domestic violence may be awarded economic 

damages for that injury and/or loss by the court issuing the injunction. Damages 

includes costs and attorneys' fees for enforcement of the injunction 

 

  Fla. Stat. Ann. § 741.31 (West) 
 

 

An overall analysis as to the appropriateness of the practice is needed. 

Amy Cosentino will lead the special prosecutor sub-committee and the 

members of the sub-committee are: 1) Amy Cosention; 2) Gina Beovides; 3) 

Jerry Rumph  (jerryrumph@haywardgrant.com) ; and 4) Lauren Alperstein. 
 

 

The contact information for the members of the sub-committee shall be given 

to Chris Rumbold. 
 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Update on DV Pamphlet for Fla. Bar. We need to decide whether to do it or 

abandon it. Received our revisions that were submitted and it is ripe for 

change. Once the pamphlet is prepared it would need to be submitted to the 

Bar and the Board of Governors would need to approve it for use. There 

needs to be a base of people who will purchase the pamphlet. 
 

More information is needed for Respondents in the pamphlet. The pamphlet 
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needs to be for both sides of the issue. New stalking statute requires 

ramifications for false claims and it should be in the pamphlet. 
 

There were no volunteers to take on this task and form a committee to get 

it completed. Yvette Reyes from Miami assisted Teneisa Hall with the 

pamphlet and was very active with the last draft. Ms. Reyes is no longer on  

the committee; however, Ms. Scher is going to contact Yvette Reyes to see if 

she is willing to assist with the pamphlet. 
 

Robin Scher is also going to contact other members of the committee not 

attending the live meeting and seek their participation with the pamphlet. 
 

The article on child hearsay evidence is Exhibit C of the materials. Ms. 

Cosentino handled two sexual abuse cases and wrote a memo of law in 

the cases.  Amy Cosentino and her associate jointly authored the memo of 

law and it went to Bar article. Judge Adams gave Amy Cosentino feedback on 

the article. Goal is for the article to be edited and go to publication in Bar 

Journal by the next meeting. 
 

DV CLE – Judge Del Pino leads the sub-committee. The DV CLE sub- 

committee had a telephone conference regarding the presentation in the CLE. 

It will be ideal to have a full-day for the DV CLE. The sub-committee will sit 

with the CLE Committee once again and submit the sub-committee’s ideas, 

which are: 
 

  Domestic Violence – Both Sides of the Case (no particular order) 
 
 1. Domestic Violence 101 or Dynamics of Domestic Violence 
           2.  Evidentiary Issues   
           3. The New Stalking Statute 
           4. Human Trafficking and Injunction Cases 
           5. DV and the effects on your client’s family case 
           6. Myths about timesharing in domestic violence cases 
           7.  Criminal case component in civil cases 

                 8. Immigration consequences for Petitioner and Respondentq 
                9. Representing a Respondent or a Petitioner 
               10. Issues arising in presentation of a DV case 
               11. The OBO dependency and Unified Family Courts 
               12. Modifications and terminations of Permanent and temporary injunctions 
against domestic violence 

 

 

Matt Capstraw suggests that the CLE have a substance abuse and an ethics 

component. 
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Maria Gonzalez attended the Nuts and Bolts lecture and the last speaker was on 
DV, and everybody stayed through the DV presentation, and then there was a 
line of people with questions for the DV speaker. There is so much information 
and the power point was great.  Attorney criminal and then family law comes in – 
and it overlaps and effects family case – and the family lawyers don’t read what 
happened in DV case. There are more family law lawyers are interested in DV 
cases now and it is becoming so specialized that Board Certification may 
become a possibility. 

 

Chair-elect’s desire is to do a three hour seminar at the retreat in 2013 in Palm 

Beach. As a retreat, it is not a necessary money maker and it doesn’t get 

considered as CLE. The other alternative is we try to get a full day and then it 

may get delayed to 2014 or 2015, but we can probably get an October date. 
 

Matt Capstraw and Robin Scher point out that there will probably  be legislative 

changes. Ms. Gonzalez states not to be discouraged from putting on the program 

now, law is now. The other option is to break it apart – for example: the 

practical aspect of being in court, the evidentiary issues and how to run a DV case. 
 

Chair-elect, Elisha Roy, suggested it be done in conjunction with her in-State 

Retreat.  Judge Del Pino does not want to it to be swallowed by the retreat – 

advertise it separate from the retreat – you pay your fee but it needs the 

publication of The Bar so do not advertise as a retreat component but a separate 

CLE. Judge Del Pino already spoke with two Miami-Dade judges who would 

love to speak on this issue. 
 

Chair-elect informed the Committee that there are logistical concerns as to 

whether there will be enough people in a full day DV seminar, but that she was not 

the person to make the decision as to full or half day. Elisha Roy’s program is 

about 3 hours and there was talk about a bundle seminar of an entire DV 

series that will go through Elisha’s year as Chair as it may be more cost effective. 
 

Domestic violence is a topic that is near to Chair-Elect’s heart and she wishes to 

have the psychology behind the DV as the main part of the 3 hour seminar. She 

wants it to be very practitioner oriented and benefit the family practitioner 

because the system is so abused. Dr. Day will speak as well. Elisha Roy does 

not have a problem with a practical part of the CLE but does not know if there 

is enough time. 
 

Ours is very much nuts and bolts and targets not just family practitioners -- 

Judge Del Pino sees a lot of criminal lawyers and other lawyers practicing DV 

half-heartedly and there are so many components such as immigration, family 

and criminal aspects to these CIVIL cases. Elisha Roy believes that it will be 

hard to get a full-day financially speaking as equitable distribution needs a 
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full-day and doesn’t get it. Robin Scher suggests doing a survey. 
 

Ms. Beovides points out that it is a good section service and that domestic 

violence has increased in a bad economy. In the last year, there is active 

stalking encompassing criminal law in bill. Timesharing issues – advertising to 

family practitioners with timesharing and child support issues. Elisha Roy 

states that this is the Family Law Section – go into psychological part – 

practitioner needs to know as there is some sort of ignorance as to DV. 
 

Matt Capstraw asks, if we were able to do half-day as more economically viable 

– better chance of getting full day, if half day were successful? Elisha Roy answers 

in the affirmative. 
 

We are to pitch the full day and Elisha will support it. Elisha Roy wants it when 

she is Chair and she would like to work out something that when people register 

for the CLE part of the monies goes to a DV shelter. 
 

Judge Del Pino moves to request from CLE 1 day DV seminar in October 2013 

and if that doesn’t happen we will take another year and offer Elisha Roy a 3 

hour at her retreat for family practitioners. Amy Cosentino seconded the Motion. 

All approved but one.  No abstentions.   Motion approved. 
 

Matt Capstraw proposed amendment to Motion that if CLE does not offer for 1 

day, we still do what Chair wants and then half day.   Amendment not accepted. 

 

Exhibit E Firearm forms. El isabeth Blackburn advised that the prior 

versions were updated and serial numbers included and the additional orders 

prepared and being submitted to the Court. We took Judge Karan’s comments 

into consideration. 
 

      Due to time everything else on the docket was  tabled until January meeting. 
 

       Amy Cosentino moves to adjourn. Gina Beovides seconded the motion. Robin  

       Scher approved the motion. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 11:01 a.m. 


