
FLORIDA BAR FAMILY LAW SECTION 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMITTEE 

The Breakers 

West Palm Beach, FL 

Thursday, September 26, 2013 

 

MINUTES 

I. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at approximately 8:06 a.m. by Gina Beovides, 

Co-Vice Chair, presiding.   Welcome and introductions.   

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   

 

Robin J. Scher, Co-Chair 

Amy Linda Cosentino, Co-Chair 

Gina Beovides, Co-Vice Chair (CLE ) 

Marcia L. Evoy, Secretary 

Honorable Victoria Del Pino 

Honorable Elisabeth Adams 

Yvonne Alonso 

Sue Selsky 

Philip J. Schipani 

Lauren Alperstein 

Tenesia Hall 

Nina Zollo for Liesa Wiseman, FCADV 

Andrea Reid 

Kim Banister 

 

GUESTS: 

Maria Gonzalez, Treasurer 

Sheila Furr 

Christopher Link 

Anthony Genova 

Lara Osofsky 
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II. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Ms. Gina Beovides moved for approval of the minutes from June 26, 2013 meeting.  

Honorable Victoria Del Pino seconded the motion.   There were no oppositions and 

the minutes were approved. 

III. OLD BUSINESS  

 

a) Special Prosecutor DV/Support Issues Crossover Sub-committee Status – 

tabled as nothing to report at this time.    

 

b) Report of Sub-Committee in Support and Timesharing in DV Hearings - 

Yvonne Alonso reports a decent response and sub-committee believes that it 

is likely to have a more comprehensive report by January.     Gina Beovides 

went through survey and answered it although it is difficult inasmuch as it is 

Judge specific because some judges are ordering support and some are not 

ordering support.   It is the hope that once we hear from all counties, we will 

have a better idea.  Sub-committee is still collecting information.   It shows so 

far that there is an inconsistency even in the same county. 

 

c) Update on DV CLE -   Judge Del Pino shares what a great all-day CLE it is 

scheduled to be and the attendance is close to 80 people at Pier 66 Hyatt in 

Fort Lauderdale.   All speakers are set up taking questions from participants.  

Judge Del Pino hopes that everybody can attend the CLE.    25 people have 

signed up through webcast.   We should take flyers (passed around) and 

spread them around, and encourage friends to go to CLE.  Try to spread 

around to Miami-Dade and Palm Beach County as people near Fort 

Lauderdale area more likely to go.     

  

d) Report of Sub-committee on DV Pamphlet for The Florida Bar - Robin Scher 

shares that Gladys DeJesus is on the way to our meeting.   The draft of the 

pamphlet is done and it will go out in the next couple of weeks for review and 

comments.   There is a petitioner’s pamphlet and respondent’s pamphlet 

 

e) Thank you to Sarah Sullivan and law students on child hearsay evidence 

article in DV cases for Bar Journal -  Amy Consentino gave her heartfelt public 

thank you to Sarah Sullivan and Sarah Sullivan’s law students, who helped 

edit Amy Consentino’s article.  It originally was a memorandum of law and 

there is no better way to learn than to write.   Sarah’s law students made it 
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into an amazing article.   Amy Cosentino shared that she couldn’t have done it 

without out Sarah Sullivan and the law students’ help.  Robin Scher explained 

that the article was the inspiration for the DV CLE and child hearsay is the 

first presentation at the DV CLE.   Robin Scher was involved in a case at the 

time and that some of the materials from it she was able to use the materials.   

Look for Sue Selsky’s article in the last Commentator on DV. 

 

f) In Re:  Amendments to the Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law 

Forms, SC 13-305 developed to implement the stalking statute – interesting 

few things going on about that.   The Supreme Court workgroup still working 

on finalizing the forms based upon comments made and it may be amended.   

Robin Scher will be talking about it at the Rules committee.   Initial analysis 

was not correct.   We may have a greater say if we have sub-committee.   Matt 

Capstraw previously informed the committee that it is not unusual to take a 

year or more.   It may not be something that Rules and Forms can do.   It is 

hard for the Judges to know what to do at this point.    

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a) Passing of Judge Amy Karan; donations to The Honorable Judge Amy Karan 

Legacy Fund -   Robin Scher shared that it was a beautiful memorial service.    

Robin Scher also stated that Judge Karan’s stamp on this area of practice 

nationally and internationally has been amazing.   The eulogy written by 

Robin will be in the Commentator.   The Family Law Section has agreed to 

donate a portion of the proceeds from the DV CLE to The Honorable Judge 

Amy Karan Legacy Fund.   The section has donated monies in honor of Judge 

Karan’s passing.   The development director from the fund is trying to figure 

out how much money has been donated to the fund.   The Family Law Section 

has, in light of Judge Karan’s passing, agreed to establish an award in her 

name for the type of work that she did and what she was known for and it is 

not going to be annual award but when a person/project comes up for the 

award.  We are hoping the details of the award and application will be 

complete in time and that Judge Karan’s amazing daughter, Amber Kornreich, 

who is following in her mother’s footsteps, will be announcing the criteria of 

the award during the CLE lunch.  On the Section’s website you can find the 

link for the Women’s Fund.    

 

Robin Scher hopes that everybody is coming to DV CLE.   The Miami-Dade 

Judges and the Administrative Judge mandated the DV CLE.  Judge Del Pino 

has purchased DV CLE and using it as training for new judges.   In Miami-
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Dade, all family case managers, dv case managers, and all judges for family 

will attend the DV CLE.   Out of 15 DV judges 10 will be actually present.   

Judge Goldenberg is coming from Broward and she is serving on the panel in 

the afternoon.    

 

We have to make recommendation to the executive council to come up with a 

percentage of the proceeds from the DV CLE to be donated to the fund. 

 

There is a convoluted process in determining what the proceeds would be 

with those numbers – actually 96 total are registered – many people put it on 

the calendar but don’t commit until two weeks prior.   We would like to see 

that number double or even over 120 between the two would be good. 

 

Judge Del Pino explained that it is big deal that we have good turn out 

because it was so hard to get the all-day CLE.   Robin Scher stated that at this 

time the expenses are 5,300 and revenue is 23,000 gross numbers.   We split 

that between the Section and the Bar – 80% of the expense is the section’s 

responsibility as is the revenue so it is important to up the number in 

attendance.   A 25% percent of the proceeds would be good if we netted out 

$10,000 that would be $2,500 and executive committee would like a motion 

from DV committee.  Robin Scher further explained that there is such a large 

number of legal aid works that come on fee waivers so it becomes section 

service CLE in part.   Andrea Reid moved to donate 25% of the net proceeds 

to The Honorable Judge Amy Karan Legacy Fund and Amy Cosentino 

seconded the Motion.   No objections No abstentions.  Passed. 

 

(b) Uniform Cover Sheet in DV Cases - This committee is trying to suggest a 

uniformed form to make it easier for police officers to enforce the 

injunctions.   The proposed Order of Protection form has not gone to Rules 

and Forms.   The issue is uniformity throughout the state. Philip Schipani is 

the secretary of Rules and Forms committee, and he offered to push it 

through Rules and Forms   Gina Beovides moves to take it to Rules and Forms 

and Andrea Reid seconded the motion.   No objections No abstentions.  

Passed.    

 

Maria Gonzalez, Section Treasurer arrived and was updated on the number of 

registrants for the CLE and the Judges attending in Miami.   Maria Gonzalez is 

looking forward to being there.  Maria states we should be proud of it.   
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(c) Creation of Standing Legislative Subcommittee for 2013-2014 

Legislative Session and for comprehensive review of violence statutes 

– The Standing Legislative Subcommittee will continue from year to 

year.   It can add and remove as each goes through in an effort to 

assist Amy Cosentino and Robin Scher in keeping up with it because 

unfortunately lobbyists miss legislation called upon to review.  There 

is no design at this time and it is exploratory. 

  

Gina Beovides shares that dating violence is a higher burden than 

repeat violence, but the statute requires 3 different things for dating 

violence.   Nina Zollo shared that there was a lot of resistance and a lot 

of compromises were made and one of which was the higher burden 

for the Dating Violence statute.  Nina Zollo would be great in an 

advisory role for the Standing Legislative Subcommittee for 2013-

2014.  There is an increase in dating violence homicides.   The level of 

violence progresses more quickly in cases of dating violence.   

Historically you talk about a matter of years but dating violence is 

quicker as there are no ties, age – younger teenagers, early twenties.   

 

Members of the Standing Legislative Subcommittee for 2013-14: 

       

Matt Capstraw  

Gina Beovides 

Amy Cosentino 

Robin Scher 

Andrea Reed 

Lauren Alperstein  

Leisa Wiseman 

Christopher Link 

Gina is having a problem where police officer to return the service package to the 

court and maybe different colored for proving service.   Philip Schipani is to mention 

at Rules and Forms committee meeting. 

Andrea had a client tracking device DV case and then divorce with malicious 

prosecution, need to have probable cause and when temporary injunction then 

Philip Schipani shared a case (793 So. 2d 31) where standard of proof for court 

issuance is higher than arrest.   Philip has a case pending which is relevant and will 

update us at the next meeting. 

 



 6 

V. ADJOURNMENT: Tenesia Hall moved to adjourn at 9:00 a.m. and Amy Cosentino 

seconded motion to 9:00 a.m.   Passed. 


