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FLORIDA BAR FAMILY LAW SECTION 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
GAYLORD PALMS RESORT, ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

 
MINUTES 

I. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at approximately 10:15 a.m. by Robin 

Scher, Committee Co-Chair, presiding.   Welcome and introductions. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   

 

Robin J. Scher, Co-Chair 

Amy Linda Cosentino, Co-Chair 

Philip J. Schipani, Vice Chair 

Honorable Victoria Del Pino 

Gina Beovides 

Yvonne Alonso 

Marcia L. Evoy 

Matthew Capstraw 

Warren T. Channell 

Mary Kogut-Lowell 

Sue Selsky 

Andrea Reid 

Jamie Ibrahim 

Doreen Inkeles 

Christine Derr 

Anthony M. Genova 

Philip Wartenberg 

Gigi Carbonell 

 

GUESTS: 

 

Norberto Katz, Chair 

Maria C. Gonzalez, Chair-Elect 

Christy O’Brien 

Jennifer Jerome 

 

Norberto Katz, Chair, and Maria C. Gonzalez, Chair-Elect visited the committee.    

Chair Katz thanked the committee and explained that it is an open door policy 

and if we go through Leadership, it will be helpful.   There is a Leadership Retreat 

in September 2014 and there will be an in-depth discussion and leadership 
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opportunities.  Chair Katz invited us to come to the Executive Council meeting 

and see what they do.  We have the Executive Committee’s support if we want to 

designate a liaison.   

 

Chair-elect Gonzalez commented that the DV symposium the Committee 

spearheaded last fall was great and requested that we keep the Executive 

Committee in the loop as to the work the committee does throughout the year.    

Chair-elect Gonzalez further requested that we send them e-mails to update the 

Executive Committee.  

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

There were 2 amendments – in the minutes from the January, 2014 meeting 

under ‘Members Present’ section the last names of Mary Kogut-Lowell and 

Andrea Reid were duplicated.  Andrea Reid moves to approve the minutes with 

the two amendments and Judge Victoria Del Pino seconded the motion.   There 

were no oppositions and the January 30, 2014 minutes were approved with the 

amendments. 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

Doreen Inkeles from Boca Raton is a new member.  She is Board Certified and 

studying for the AAML exam.   During Ms. Inkeles studies, she came across : 

Cannon v. Thomas, 2D13-898 (03/12/14).   In the Cannon case, a young girl got 

her head bashed in by a schoolmate resulting in horrible injuries.   The trial judge 

entered the permanent injunction and the respondent appealed it.   The appellate 

court had to reverse mainly because of the one act of violence.    Appellate court 

disturbed about it and there was something else going on about the Facebook 

messages and the Petitioner testified that the Facebook messages did not put 

her in fear.   DCA said that if violence in FS § 784.046 was defined as in FS § 

775.082(9)(a)(o) including language in FS § 836.10, the DCA could have done 

something about it.   See proposed language in attached exhibit.   Underlined 

language “or any felony that involves the use or threat...is the FS § 775.082 

language and the remainder of the underlined language is from FS § 836.01 

Andrea Reid points out that the dating violence statute does not mirror the 

domestic violence statute.  Dating violence case can solve the problem by 

changing the language in the dating violence statute by going from “and” to “or”. 

Robin Scher explains the problems with making a substantive change and the 

issues that we will encounter in attempting to do so. 
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Gina Beovides shares the compromise that was made in order to get the Dating 

Violence statute passed. 

Matt Capshaw makes a point of the stalking violence statute passed and Gina 

Beovides, Robin Scher, and Judge Del Pino give the committee the history on 

the passing of the stalking violence statute. 

Assault must be a present ability to carry it out so with the Facebook message 

would have to be a present ability to carry it out. 

Doreen Inkeles’ proposed language looks to the threatening nature of the 

messages and not whether the recipient was afraid.    

Doreen Inkeles’ proposed language “or any felony” is an act that arises to the 

level of a felony.   Ms. Inkeles points out that 836.10 talks about written threats to 

kill or bodily injury. 

Gina Beovides mentions why arise to the level of a felony when battery is a 

misdemeanor.  Doreen Inkeles is thinking that the messages are coupled with 

the other incident.    

Amy Cosentino feels that with all of the bullying in the news that there should be 

a one strike and you’re out statute.    

Jamie Ibrahim shares that the Cannon case was appealed because the 

Respondent was banned from all of the schools in the district by the trial judge. 

Gina Beovides thinks we should look at the new stalking definition because it is 

close and Andrea Reid agrees as to the language in the stalking definition.    

The issues Andrea Reid was discussing were more related to the case that Philip 

Schipani is going to talk about, Alderman v Thomas, 2D13-898 (6/20/14).    

In the Repeat Violence statute, we would want to add language that the 

Facebook message is the first act and Gina Beovides states that in the stalking 

statute that they accomplished it.   Amy Cosentino brings up the issue of whether 

two Facebook messages would constitute two incidents. 

Doreen Inkeles is thinking that one act must be the physical act and the other 

incident threatening message that rises to a level of felony.   Andrea Reid states 

that if we mirrored the stalking language until the repeating violence statute, it 

would work.     

We do it because it needs to be done and it may take us three years but it will get 

done.  If we want to do it, the recommendation is that it does not come from the 
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Section because of the length of time it will take.   There is a line that we have to 

walk through this process.  

We have a legislative sub-committee and when Session comes the members of 

the legislative sub-committee are the people to get it done.   Robin Scher will be 

seeking members of the legislative sub-committee at least a half of dozen and 

the legislative committee and the 784.06 sub-committee will work together. 

 Philip Schipani has a case on appeal so he is constantly checking appellate 

cases and came across this case Thompson in that case the petitioner did not 

allege imminent danger and the DCA held the form is defective.   The approved 

form of the dating form is ineffective because it does not include imminent danger 

of becoming a victim of dating violence.   Matt Capstraw believes that it is an 

easy fix.   Philip Schipani is going to e-mail Matt Capstraw the information to 

correct the form.     

 Robin Scher wants us to understand that you look at the rules and you 

contemplate what rule change that needs to be made and you propose the 

necessary change.   Matt Capstraw points out that the rule and statute is not the 

same.  Matt Capstraw states that proper procedure is to take the rule and the 

proposed rule change and submit it to Rules and Forms, who will then form a 

sub-committee on it.  Anyone can make a suggestion to the committee. 

 Amy Cosentino does not see a downside to Andrea Reid’s suggestion to revise 

the dating violence statute based.  Amy Cosentino believes that there should be 

some protection for children in school.     There will be issues with school district 

in creating legislation for bullying.  Gina Beovides states that domestic violence in 

an ongoing continuing relationship – it’s akin to the continuous dynamic in a 

school setting. 

 A Legislative sub-committee to review changes to repeat violence and to look at 

possibilities of including bullying or whether a new statute related thereto is 

appropriate was discussed.   Andrea Reid moves to create a sub-committee to 

review and revise 784 as discussed, and the prospect of including ‘bullying’ with 

proposed language if appropriate.  Motion passed unanimously.   This Sub 

Committee is going to serve as the 2014-2015 Legislation Sub Committee and as 

such members will be on-call for rapid response regarding any legislation coming 

out of the Legislature for the 2014-2015 Session. 

 Sub-Committee Members:     

Doreen Inkeles 
Matt Capshaw 



5 

 

Chistine Derr 
Amy Cosentino       
Mary Kogut-Lowell 
Andrea Reid - Chair 
Gina Beovides 
Marcia Evoy 
Robin Scher 
Philip Schipani 
Christy O’Brian 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

 a) Report of Sub-Committee Pamphlets for Fla. Bar 

   Gisela Laurent (no longer on the Committee) 

   Daphne Shaw 

This is to be left for September and Daphne Shaw is the only one left 

working on it.   The pamphlet for The Florida Bar has been in the works for 

four years.   Mary Kogut-Lowell had some concerns and Mary Kogut-

Lowell is going to Chair and Amy Cosentino will assist Mary Kogut-Lowell.  

Robin Scher states that petitioner’s pamphlet may be too long.   Amy 

Cosentino has the requirements and will give same to Mary Kogut-Lowell. 

 b) Special Prosecutor Sub-Committee Update 

Supreme Court case states that if you are retained, you have an interest 

and cannot be special prosecutor.   Motion to sunset the special 

prosecutor sub-committee, and seconded by Gina Beovides, all in favor, 

subcommittee disbanded. 

c) There are letters in materials.    In January, Norberto asked the Rules and 

Forms committee because it was brought to his attention by Chief Judge 

in Orlando.   This is an extremely dangerous practice in DV cases.  Jamie 

Ibrahim shares that that The Bar said that it is allowed.   We need to 

explore if happening in circuits and we will address at September hearing.   

IV. ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m. 

  



 EXHIBIT 1   

§ 784.046.  Action by victim of repeat violence, sexual violence,  

or dating violence for protective injunction; dating violence 

investigations, notice to victims, and reporting; pretrial release 

violations; public records exemption  

   (1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) "Violence" means any assault, aggravated assault, 

battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, 

stalking, aggravated stalking, kidnapping, or false imprisonment, 

or any criminal offense resulting in physical injury or death, by a 

person against any other person, or any felony that involves the 

use or threat of physical force or violence against an individual,1 

including writing or composing and also sending or procuring the 

sending of any letter, inscribed communication, or electronic 

communication, whether such letter or communication be signed 

or anonymous, to any person, containing a threat to kill or to do 

bodily injury to the person to whom such letter or communication 

is sent, or a threat to kill or do bodily injury to any member of 

the family of the person to whom such letter or communication is 

sent.2 

 

                                                           
1
 775.082(9)(a)(o)  

2
 836.10 


