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MINUTES 

LITIGATION SUPPORT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, January 24, 2013 
 

 

Attendance:       

Sheila Furr, Committee Chair 

Holly Gershon, Secretary 

Yvonne Alonso 

Sue Selsky 

Cathy Milano   

Sandi Perez  

Kathy Beamer 

Karen D. Sacks 

Lori Day 

Analuz Rodriguez  Paz 

Susan Saward 

Tami Clemenza-Wilson 

Carey, Dennis 

Cinnamin O'Shell Turk 

Erica Foerch 

Lynn Britt 

Hon. Diane M. Kirigin, General Magistrate, Past Section Chair 

Darryl R. Bauchert, Sr.  

 

Special Guest, Carin Porras, Section Chair   

 

 

I.  WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER: 

 

(i) The meeting was called to Order by Co-Chairs Sheila C. Furr and Erica Foerch at 

approximately 11:30 a.m.  The Committee Members who were present are listed 

above.   

 

(ii) The Minutes of the September 28, 2012 meeting were read. There was a 

correction and amendment to the minutes which were then approved. 

 

(iii)  Minutes will not be emailed and not printed to save paper and be “green”. 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

(i) Committee is still in process of updating member and affiliate information on the 

Section’s website.   

(ii) The resignation of Erica Foerch was accepted. Holly Gershon was appointed as 

Secretary of the committee. 
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(iii) Paralegal Training Seminars. This is an ongoing project. Erica Foerch discussed 

that family cases depend on a collaboration of experts and suggested teams of 

speakers for seminars. Examples would be forensic CPAs , mental health 

professionals (Sheila Furr), financial professionals (Cary Stamp), case managers 

(Erica Foerch). She suggested that the seminar topics be developed by the 

speakers. Erica explained that the Section’s CLE committee has approved the 

series.  CLE credit approval for paralegals needs to be obtained from NALA.  The 

goal is to obtain dual CLE credits from both NALA and the Florida Bar. There is 

an application fee of $50.00 to be paid to NALA which has to be paid in advance 

and then reimbursed. 

 

(iv) Erica will review dates for seminars with Vicki Simmons and Eddie Stephens and 

send out “Save the Dates” for Lunch and Learn seminars. It is contemplated that 

there would be a series of 4. The cost would be $60 per series. Vicki Simmons 

suggested one brochure so people can choose which seminars they want to hear. 

The committee would like to charge at least $25 each seminar for each committee 

member who has paid the $65 to belong to the committee. It would be $165 for all 

four seminars for non-members. 

 

III. AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP: 

 

Sheila Furr discussed a goal of our committee is to grow the affiliate membership of the 

committee. The Affiliate Membership Application was revised to have narrower 

categories for the benefit of searching the Section website. The revisions were approved 

by our committee. General Magistrate Kirigin explained that the executive committee of 

the Section would have to approve the revisions of the application.   Membership 

outreach and retention of members is important. It was suggested that letters be sent to 

professionals in each discipline.  

Sheila Furr also raised the issue of a special welcome function for affiliates. Susan and 

Tami said they will raise the issue of a welcome breakfast or the like with EC.  However, 

it was pointed out that all affiliate members are able to attend all meetings and functions 

and are encouraged to do so. 

 

IV. AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATON ON WEBSITE: 

 

Discussion was held regarding affiliate membership information contained on the 

Section’s website.  The Section is trying to keep the website information current for 

affiliate members who are actually paid members.  When members renew, there will be a 

link to their individual websites. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the fact that the affiliate information on the Section’s 

website is not correct.  Sheila Furr acknowledged that the Section is aware of this and 

they are working on it. 
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V. ARTICLES FOR FAMSEG 

Cinnamin O’Shell volunteered to act as liaison to FAMSEG. The committee discussed 

contributing articles of public interest, parenting coordination, and legal aid. There is 

going to be a veteran’s issue. General Magistrate Kirigin, assisted by Kathy Beamer will 

write an article covering issues of PTSD and the Veteran’s court. Sue Selsky will also 

write an article on Legal Aid/ dividing Veteran’s benefits.  

 

VI. SUBCOMMITTEE AGAINST FAR ( FLORIDA ALIMONY REFORM) 

Lynn Britt volunteered to chair a new subcommittee to respond against the propaganda 

and misinformation being generated by the Florida Alimony Reform group. A discussion 

was had that it would be beneficial to have worthy alimony recipients who are willing to 

speak to the legislature for public relations purposes.  

 

VII. MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY LAW SECTION CHAIR: 

Carin Porras came in to the meeting. She explained that this committee almost died 4 

years ago. She stressed the importance of affiliate membership to the Family Law 

Section. Carin and GM Kirigin also left information regarding the “Making a Difference” 

Public Recognition Program and asked members to send in information about people who 

may be deserving.  She expressed the appreciation of the Section for the committee’s 

efforts. 

 

VIII. SPRING RETREAT: 

Kathy Beamer promoted the Family Law Sections spring retreat in Gasparilla, Florida. 

She explained the events scheduled including an expert in non verbal communications. 

There will be 3 CLE credits. The cost is $350.00. 

 

IX. NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting will be held at the Boca Raton Hotel in June 2013. 

 

X. MEETING ADJOURNED: 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted; 

 

 

__/s/_____________ 

Holly Gayle Gershon 

Secretary 


