
MINUTES OF LITIGATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
September 19, 2014 

 
I. WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER: 
 

i. The meeting was called to Order by Committee Chair, Cindy Vova, who 
appeared by telephone.  The Committee Members in attendance 
circulated a sign-in sheet. 

 
ii. Cindy Vova has been unable to obtain any Minutes from the prior meeting 

in June, 2014.  The Minutes from the January 29, 2014 meeting, which 
were the last available Minutes, were approved and accepted by the 
Members in attendance. 

 
iii. Cindy Vova will update the Committee after the meeting with Diana 

Polston and Norberto Katz regarding getting the affiliate members back on 
the website. 

 
II. OLD/ONGOING BUSINESS: 
 

i. Listing of Affiliate Members on the Florida Bar’s Website: 
 

1.   Sheila Furr stated, as had been previously discussed in another 
meeting, that the affiliate members were no longer on the Florida 
Bar’s or the Family Law Section’s website. She had a meeting, 
prior to the Committee Meeting, with Diana Polston and Norberto 
Katz discussing this matter.  Both Diana and Norberto said that 
they would schedule a telephone conference with all parties, 
including the Committee Chair, within the next week to discuss 
this in more detail.  The consensus seemed to be that “Big Bar” 
was the problem. 

 
2. Jonathan Gorman stated that the listings, when they are 

reinstituted, should  include the licensures and certifications for 
any affiliate member.  This should include any areas of interest as 
well as certifications they have to earn.  This should also be 
updated periodically to ensure that the affiliate member still has 
the proper licensures.  Jonathan also stated that the Bar should 
reward affiliate members who are actively involved and showing 
up.  He said that the Bar Meetings were an opportunity to network 
and to be seen by other attorneys and that in this “Doubert” world, 
all of the attorneys need the input of these affiliate members and 
their expertise.   

 
3. The consensus was that it was insulting for affiliate members on 

the website not to be listed, and if the Bar wanted to have affiliate 
members, they needed to do something to promote them as well.   

 



 
 

4. Jonathan Gorman suggested that people input their own 
information and then upload it.  He said it could be done through 
Google, Amazon and other sites. 

 
5. The members in attendance indicated that if they could not be 

listed on the site, that there was no real incentive to become an 
affiliate member, and the Bar would lose a lot of money.  

 
ii. Publications: 

 
1.  It was suggested that affiliate members contribute to both the 

Florida Bar Commentator and also to do a monthly short column.   
 

2. Jonathan Gorman is currently working on an article for the 
Commentator in discussing the ethical and financial opportunities 
and ramifications of divorce law lending. 

 
3. It was suggested that anyone interested in doing an article contact 

the publication chairs for topics. 
 

4. Cindy Vova suggested perhaps an article on the usefulness of 
litigation support if anyone is interested in writing same.  

 
iii. Paralegal Seminar Series: 

 
1. Jonathan Gorman volunteered to look into coordinating with the 

CLE Committee for the approval of topics and dates.   
 

2. It was also noted that if there is a non-lawyer on other committees, 
that they should also be a member of the Litigation Support 
Committee. 

 
3. There was a motion by Jonathan Gorman to adjourn the meeting 

and Sheila Furr seconded the motion. 
 

III. NEXT MEETING: 
 

i. The next meeting will be held at the Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek 
Hotel on Thursday, January 29, 2015.  

 
IV.  MEETING ADJOURNED 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
_______________________ 
Cindy S. Vova, Chair 
and acting Secretary 



 


